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MisericordiaHeart of Mercy WOMEN’S BOARD

Mission Statement
To promote and support the work of Misericordia Home  

by means of volunteering and fundraising.

Executive Director, Misericordia
Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM

Founded in 1921
Mrs. Frances McCormick McGuire, First President

Dedicated
George Cardinal Mundelein 

February 2, 1921

Misericordia Home
6300 North Ridge Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60660 
www.misericordia.com

Anniversary of Misericordia
1921-2021

The mission of Misericordia is to provide a continuum of care  
and support for children and adults of all faiths and cultures who 
have intellectual and developmental disabilities. We provide the 
highest quality of care designed to meet each person’s changing  
needs and maximize independence, self-determination,  
interpersonal relationships, and engagement in the community.  
The mission extends beyond the residents as we offer peace of mind 
to families. Through Catholic values and traditions, we strive to be 
a diverse and inclusive community of acceptance, respect, dignity, 
spirituality, and quality of life for us all.

Misericordia Home   
6300 N. Ridge Avenue - Chicago, Illinois 60660 
773-973-6300
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Misericordia Heart of Mercy

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM

Dear Friends, 

I am happy to welcome you to the 2021 Women’s Board Heart of Mercy Ball. 100 years is indeed a 
celebration! We are disappointed this year’s ball could not be held in person as we had originally hoped. Our 
devoted Women’s Board President Sharon Taylor and her immeasurably creative and talented event chairs Patty 
Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus, their committee and with the assistance of Lois Gates, Julie O’Sullivan and 
the Development Team have planned a most special evening. I would never have thought that we would be 
hosting a second virtual Heart of Mercy Ball. But these are not ordinary times and fortunately for us, the 
Women’s Board is made up of extraordinary women who readily took on this challenge.   

 We are grateful to the members of our Women’s Board, present and past. We sincerely thank Sharon 
Taylor for her inspirational leadership, Co-Chairs Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus for their flexibility 
and agility in quickly transforming the evening’s format, and their entire Benefit Committee for their creativity 
and ingenuity. Their selfless devotion to Misericordia through this event is amazing. Because of their strong 
belief in our mission, we are able to work toward closing our annual deficit and also pursue our dream projects 
of expanding our campus to welcome those on our waiting list.  

 Tonight’s event is 100 years in the making! We are honored to share this most significant anniversary 
with our Women’s Board. It is truly a blessing to us all that 100 years ago Frances McCormick McGuire saw 
the need to bring her friends and family together to support Misericordia’s mission and chose to walk this 
incredible journey together with the Sisters of Mercy and Misericordia’s residents and staff. Tonight, with 
sincere gratitude we honor Frances McGuire’s legacy and the entire McGuire family who have steadfastly 
carried on Frances’ love for Misericordia with their enduring support. 

 The Women’s Board has remained dedicated to the mission of Misericordia through our 100-year 
transformation from a women’s maternity hospital to now, a beautiful 33-acre campus providing a home, 
services, and exceptional care for over 600 children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
Our gratitude is as long and vast as the years we have traveled together in friendship, hope, and faith.  

 The quality of care we have come to accept as our standard would not be possible without our incredible 
staff. Throughout this health crisis, our staff members have risked their own health and safety to ensure our 
residents remain healthy, happy, engaged and challenged. It warms my heart the Women’s Board has chosen to 
additionally honor our residents and staff. Our staff works tirelessly for our residents and their families. We 
would not have the Misericordia we see today without their heartfelt dedication. They do not come to 
Misericordia for a “job,” they come to Misericordia to give graciously of their time and talents. And as for our 
residents, they are the reason we are all here!  Everything we do is for them. They share their gifts so 
generously and teach us valuable life lessons.  

 Thank you for joining us! We hope you enjoy this very special and unique evening. Through your 
goodness, we as a community of believers are doing God’s Work. More so than ever before, I believe we have 
proven we continue to be, Misericordia Strong.  

 You will remain in our prayers, and we ask you to keep our residents and staff in yours. God bless you.  

Lovingly, 

 
   

Sister Rosemary Connelly 
Executive Director 
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Misericordia Heart of Mercy

Most Reverend Blase J. Cupich
Cardinal of Chicago

Office of the Archbishop
835 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL  60611-2030
312.534.8230
archchicago.org

Dear Friends, 

Greetings to all attending Misericordia’s Heart of Mercy Ball hosted by the Women’s Board of 
Misericordia. For 100 years, Misericordia has been at the forefront in providing exceptional care and
opportunities for people with disabilities. Signs of God’s presence are clearly evident at Misericordia 
where people focus on the essential: caring for God’s most vulnerable people with respect, love and 
compassion. Sister Rosemary’s and the executive board’s mission to create an enriching 
environment for children and adults with disabilities has been the driving force in developing 
Misericordia’s outstanding campus with its unique full continuum of care. It has flourished into the 
renowned home and icon of mercy it is today thanks to their faith-filled vision and expertise, the 
commitment of the Sisters of Mercy, dedicated staff and loving families of those with disabilities, as 
well as the countless volunteers and steadfast supporters.  

Thanks to committed and compassionate staff and the support of residents’ families, 
volunteers, and benefactors, Misericordia is an amazing community where God’s most vulnerable 
people are encouraged to maximize their independence in an environment that enhances quality of
life by fostering respect, dignity and joy despite life’s challenges.  

Congratulations and special thanks to this year’s honorees: the family of Mrs. Frances 
McCormick McGuire with the Founders Award and the staff and residents of Misericordia for their 
strength and resiliency over this year and half during the COVID-19 pandemic.   

Allow me on this 100th anniversary celebration to extend my prayerful thanks and good 
wishes to all of the staff, families, volunteers, donors and all other members of the Misericordia 
Family. You have built an extraordinary community made up of so many ages, races, faiths and 
abilities. Special thanks as well to the Misericordia Women’s Board, for their dedicated efforts and 
to all of you for your presence here this evening and your support of the children and adults of 
Misericordia.  May God bless you. With gratitude and good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours,

Archbishop of Chicago

Misericordia Heart of Mercy Ball
Friday, October 1, 2021 
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Lori Lightfoot
Mayor

Misericordia Heart of Mercy
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Dear Friends of Misericordia,

On behalf of the Misericordia Women’s Board, thank you for joining us for this 
milestone evening celebrating the 100 Year Anniversary of Misericordia and the 100 
Year Anniversary of the Women’s Board. Tonight we will present the Founder’s Award 
to the McGuire Family, in honor of Frances McCormick McGuire, who created the 
Women’s Board in 1921.

I would like to thank our past and present Women’s Board who have been and are key 
contributors to strengthening our Board and Misericordia.

In addition, this evening, we will be honoring the extraordinary Misericordia Staff and 
Residents. The dedicated Misericordia Staff make our mission work every day, despite 
challenging circumstances. We would also like to honor our residents for the inspiration 
and joy you have given so many of us.

Tonight could not have taken place without the commitment of our Women’s Board, 
and in particular our Ball Chairs, Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus. Patty 
and Bridget worked joyfully and tirelessly with their committees to bring us all this 
wonderful evening.

As always, we thank Sister Rosemary, Lois, Kevin, Father Jack and Mary Pat. We are 
so grateful for your love, passion, leadership, your concerns, your courage and high 
expectations for our residents, staff and the Misericordia mission.

Congratulations on 100 Years of compassionate care, what Misericordia is today and 
what it will continue to be.

#Misericordia Strong,

Sharon D. Taylor
President 
Misericordia Women’s Board

MisericordiaHeart of Mercy WOMEN’S BOARD

Greetings from your Heart of Mercy Ball Chairs,

We are honored to be this year's Ball Chairs for this special evening celebrating 
“100 Years of Heart.”

One hundred years ago, Misericordia opened its doors to serve a population in need. 
Today, through Misericordia’s Outreach and Adult Enrichment Program, our children, 
Jack and Katie, along with children from over 200 other families experience multiple 
opportunities for employment and social and recreational activities. 

Our deepest gratitude extends to our Ball committees and Chairs who have helped us 
make this evening a success. Our fearless and devoted leader, Sharon Taylor, navigated 
the way with grace and determination, along with assistance from Lois Gates, Julie 
O’Sullivan, Grace Glan, Anne Mills and the rest of the Misericordia staff. We have truly 
felt your support this year under these unusual circumstances.  

We would also like to thank all of our sponsors and donors who are helping to keep Mi-
sericordia Strong with your generosity and belief in Misericordia’s mission. We are truly 
grateful for your attendance and support on this Centennial celebration of Misericordia 
and the Women’s Board. 

Heart of Mercy Virtual Ball
100 Years of Heart

Patty Baeckelandt			       Bridget Cienkus
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 The Evening’s Program

Program
Lou Manfredini, Emcee

Blessing 
Fr. Jack Clair, Associate Executive Director

Welcome 
Sharon Taylor, Women’s Board President

Remarks by  
Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus, Ball Chairs

Misericordia – 100 Year Journey Video 

Founder’s Award Video 
Presentation of the Founder’s Award
Sister Rosemary Connelly, Executive Director and  

Lois Gates, Assistant Executive Director
Bishop George Rassas and Deirdre Zubrod

Recipients on behalf of the Frances McCormick McGuire Family

Centennial Sponsor Message  
Jan, Anne Marie and Mike McGee

The Family of Tricia McGee

Remarks by 
Sister Rosemary Connelly, Executive Director

Raffles

Closing of the Program
Lou Manfredini

Silent Auction Closing
9:00 p.m.
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   In honor of the dedicatedMisericordia Staff 
who have courageously cared for the Misericordia  

 residents throughout the pandemic.

   We are deeply grateful for your tireless  

efforts, sacrifice and devotion during these  

difficult times.

With heartfelt and loving gratitude…

October 2021

MisericordiaHeart of Mercy WOMEN’S BOARD
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In Honor of the  Misericordia Residents
“Misericordia is a living witness to the truth that children and adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities can show us the way to God and how to 
live this life joyfully. They are persons of great trust and accept life,  

with all its limitations, as a gift.”

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM, Executive Director
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A Round of Applause 
From the members of the Women's Board to Misericordia's Dedicated Staff 

The staff at McAuley Residence stands tall 
among the best of the best.  These dedicated 
employees care for the most fragile of Mi-
sericordia residents. Every day they hustle to 
care for people who rely totally on them, and 
they do it with a smile.  They deserve a gold 
star, an A+ and A Hip, Hip Hurray! 

~ Michele LaMothe 

We could not continue this blessed work 
without you. THANK YOU! 

~ Fran Lizzo Salvi

Thank you for unending energy and com-
passion for those entrusted to your care. For 
the grace to know when to provide assis-
tance, and when to allow for independence. 
For nurturing as you would your own fam-
ily members. Thanks for your high fives and 
hugs, and now COVID-19 care. YOU are 
Angels on Earth. 

~ Michelle Laughlin

Much Gratitude to the Misericordia Staff who 
are True Heroes to the Residents and Families 
at Misericordia!  You are always Hardwork-
ing, Compassionate, Clever and Innovative.   
God Bless You All. 

~ Carol Neal Whiting

To all our devoted and hard-working Miseri-
cordia staff. Many thanks for all you do! Best 
to all.

~ Carla Grossmann

There is no staff like Mis staff. I have had the 
good fortune of knowing many of the staff 
since 1986. I have witnessed marriages, new-
borns, family losses, and the extraordinary 
attention and love that each gives to our pre-
cious residents.  All are very special and near 
to my heart. Thank you. 

~  Mary Garrison

I love going to Misericordia for many rea-
sons but the main one is the happiness I feel 
when I am there. The staff and volunteers 
emit joy and love. It’s simply a magical place. 

~ Felice Madda

Thank you for the peace of mind you give 
Misericordia families. Because of you, they 
know their loved ones are being taken care of 
in the most loving and caring way. 

~ Marilyn Hagnell

To the Misericordia Bakery Staff and Em-
ployment Specialists: Thank you for teach-
ing the Misericordia residents critical job 
skills. The Glenview area community can 
enjoy both the residents’ candor and the 
delicious, homemade products produced on 
the Misericordia campus. 

~ Patty Baeckelandt

To the dedicated staff of the Miseri-
cordia Sweet Shoppe: We extend our  
deepest gratitude to all of you for your ef-
forts to safely operate during the pandemic. 
The Sweet Shoppe remains a happy and 
joyful reflection of the Misericordia spirit 
during these challenging times. Thank you 
for providing our community with an op-
portunity to experience Misericordia while 
we are unable to freely visit campus due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

~ The Santacrose Family

A Round of Applause 
From the members of the Women's Board to Misericordia's Residents 

The Shannon Apartment guys on the third floor 
were deemed a “cohort,” which meant that they 
spent all their time together during the pandemic. 
They had a happy hour every Friday and Saturday 
night which included chips and salsa, pretzels, and 
pizza rolls. They watched games and TV shows for 
entertainment. This drew them together as close 
friends and gave them something to look forward 
to on the weekends! 

~ Holly Jennings

Our residents have amazed us with their strength 
and courage during such a difficult time in dealing 
with the pandemic this past year and a half. Our 
son, Keith, could not ask questions, but he knew 
things were different. After an extended visit at 
home, Keith returned to Misericordia and within 
a few days he adjusted back to life at Misericordia 
with the help of the caring staff and his peers who 
warmly welcomed him back. 

~ Jackie Kissane 

Dear Misericordia Residents:   
Thank you for all of the gifts that you have 
brought into our lives including:  Sunshine, 
Music, Devotion, Art, Imagination, Peace, Con-
nections, Dance, Love and Kindness. With much 
love & prayers,

~ Liz Johnson

We want to thank all the residents who worked 
so hard with their Staff to handle the COVID-19 
crisis. Your good work made MISERICORDIA a 
safer and happier home for everyone. Thank you. 

~ Bernadette Boyle

Dear Each and Every Misericordia Resident: 
Throughout this upside-down time, you have all 
shown us how to live full and happy lives. Our 
masks may cover our nose and mouth, but the 
sparkle in your eyes continues to light up our 
community campus. Thank you for giving us 
the strength and inspiration to laugh and love. 
We look forward to the days when we can dance 
together again. 

~ The Sheridan Family

Over the last eighteen months, Misericordia resi-
dents and staff have shown unprecedented resil-
iency to meet the challenges and demands of CO-
VID-19. At the onset of the pandemic, we brought 
our daughter, Kate, home. After a seven-month 
hiatus, Kate returned to Misericordia where health 
protocols were judiciously put in place, and a “new 
normal” (wearing masks, cohort work/activity 
schedules, weekly COVID testing) had been estab-
lished. Amazingly, Kate did not miss a beat. Due 
to the unwavering commitment and dedication of 
the Misericordia staff, Kate resumed her wonderful 
life at the Rice Home.

~The Donovan Family

A standing ovation to the dear Misericordia 
residents who continue to inspire us with your 
resiliency, optimism, hope and living each day to 
its fullest, despite extraordinarily difficult times. 

~ Susan Baker  

My son, Jack, and his housemates at the 
Hulseman-Murphy House don’t let the limita-
tions placed upon them by the COVID pandemic 
get them down! They go for drives along the 
lakefront, outdoor picnics and drive-by visits to 
other Misericordia homes. The guys look forward 
to the Sunday afternoon Zoom calls with all the 
families that we started when home visits were 
limited. While we can’t wait for life to get back to 
normal at Misericordia, Jack and his housemates 
are happy and healthy!

~ Lisa Masucci

Dear Residents of Misericordia:  As a member of 
the Women's Board, I have so enjoyed the events 
at your home to hear you sing, to watch you dili-
gently work, and to see all the wonderful artwork 
on the walls. I have missed not being able to go 
into your home to see you. I'm certain during 
the difficult year of COVID, you have continued 
your good work! Hope to see you soon!

~ Diane O'Brien

Precious. Creative. Talented. Gracious. United. 
Such are our residents - a source of our strength 
during unprecedented times.

~ Pegi Chapman
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From Misericordia’s beginning, it was apparent that the services being offered would 
greatly exceed the budget provided by the Catholic Charities Agency. Consequently, 
the Sisters of Mercy began seeking the support of volunteers throughout the city. 
Dr. Walter McGuire was appointed Misericordia’s first Chief of Staff and Chief  
Obstetrician in 1921. His wife, Frances McCormick McGuire, recognized the un-
met need of volunteer support and accepted the Sisters’ challenge. Soon, a Women’s 
Board dedicated to raising funds was born.

Founder’s Award Presentation  to the McGuire Family
In Memory of Mrs. Frances McCormick McGuire

Women’s Board Founder, 1921

 
Frances McCormick McGuire’s vision established a foundation of volunteerism and 
community support which exists to this day. Under her leadership as the first Presi-
dent of the Women’s Board, Misericordia welcomed countless new friends. This has 
continued through the decades.

Throughout Misericordia’s 100 year history, the members of the McGuire family 
have continued this tradition of supporting those in need. Frances’ seven children, 
John, Mary Elizabeth, Frances, Josephine, Julia, Patricia, and Walter, and her many 
grandchildren and now great-grandchildren share in her legacy.

 

On behalf of Sister Rosemary, Lois Gates, the Misericordia Executive Team and Mi-
sericordia Women’s Board, we would like to pay tribute to the memory of Frances 
McCormick McGuire and honor the McGuire Family with the Founder’s Award.
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Starting in 1983, the Misericordia Women’s Board 
has chosen a recipient for the Heart of Mercy Award 
every year. The award honors individuals who have 
made outstanding contributions to Misericordia.

In 1990, the Women’s Board added the Sister 
Rosemary Connelly Service Medallion. The award 
honors volunteers who have made significant 
contributions to our children and adults at 
Misericordia.

In 2014, the Women’s Board introduced the Pillars 
of the Community Award to honor a company or 
foundation for extraordinary support of the mission 
of Misericordia.

Awards Presented bythe Misericordia Women’s Boardat the Heart of Mercy Ball

MisericordiaHeart of Mercy WOMEN’S BOARD

1983	 Robert E. Walsh
1984 	 Brian O. Shannon
1985	 Patrick E. Mahoney
1986	 Mike Ditka
1987	 Rich J. O’Heir
1988	 Ron Miniat
1989	 Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM
1990	 Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
1991	 Raymond F. Simon
1992	 Joe Madden
1993	 Daniel Houlihan
1994	 Marijean Shea
1995	 Frank Stone
1996	 Thomas H. Quinn
1997	 Thomas O’Brien
1998	 R. Matthew Simon
1999	 Most Reverend Edwin M. Conway, D.D.
2000	 Kim & Rob Figliulo
2001	 Joseph J. Ptacin
2002	 Robert S. Morrison
2003	 Patty & Dan Walsh
2004	 Mary Dempsey & Phil Corboy
2005	 Sheila & Bob Hulseman
2006	 Dr. Sydney & Binnie Choslovsky
2007	 Mary & William Ryan
2008	 Madeline & Michael Hughes
2009	 Catherine & John Peterman
2010	 Jeanne M. & John W. Rowe
2011	 The Sue & Brian Shannon Family
2012	 Sue & Gregg Hartemayer
2013	 Maureen & Gerald Corcoran
2014 	 Bernadette & Edmund Boyle
2015	 Vita & Thomas Donovan
2016	 Cheri & Jim Rafferty
2017	 Suzanne & David J. Moore
2018	 Andy Gloor
2019	 Carolyn Noonan Parmer
2020	 Misericordia Staff

Heart of Mercy Award Recipients
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1990	 Dennis J. Gates, M.D.
1991	 Pauline Berger Greco
1992	 Jerry Gleason
1993	 Madeleine Ptacin
1994	 John E. Resch
1995	 Judy Herbstritt
1996	 Robert B. Connolly	 Betty A. Flynn
	 Lois Catinella-Gates	 Sister Mary Lou Hogan
	 Sister Catherine McGee	 Robert T. Noga
1997	 Raymond Knoll
1998	 Pat Martin		  Kay Murtha
	 Janet O’Driscoll		  Kathy Ritter
1999	 Carol and Philip Whiting
2000	 Bill Norkett
2001	 Bill Gainer
2002	 John L. Dyer
2003	 John Lynch, D.D.S.
2004	 Connie & Bob Soudan
2005	 Susan & Gary Garrabrant
2006 	 Michael McDonagh
	 Donna Polo
2007 	 Madge & Robert Erlenbaugh
2008 	 Marge Murphy
	 Mary Pat O’Brien
2009 	 Hugh & Carrie Connolly
2010 	 Anne M. & Edward M. Burke
2011 	 Reverend Monsignor Michael M. Boland
2012 	 Misericordia Bums Committee
2013 	 Bill Choslovsky
	 Scott Mendel
2014	 Peggy & Bob Bourke
2015	 Mary Beth & Lou Manfredini
2016	 Peg & Steve Lombardo
2017	 Paula Conrad
2018	 Colleen & Jay Doherty
2019	 The Tom and Ann Higgins Family

Sister Rosemary ConnellyService Medallion Recipients

Heart of Mercy Virtual Ball
25

Pillars of the Community Award Recipients
2014	 Walsh Construction
2015	 S&C Electric Company
2016	 AT&T
2017	 Chicago Laborers’ District Council -
	 Charles LoVerde III & James Connolly
2018	 Com Ed. - Anne Pramaggiore
2019	 The Lock Up Self Storage
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1990 

Pauline Greco   
1991

Gerald Gleason  
1992

John Resch  
1994

Robert Noga 
1996

Betty Flynn  
1996

Sr. Mary Lou  
Hogan, RSM 1996

Lois Catinella 
Gates 1996

Sr. Catherine  
McGee, RSM  1996

Robert Connolly 
1996

Raymond Knoll 
1997

Kay M. Murtha, Patricia Martin,  
Kathleen Ritter, Janet O’Driscoll 1998

Judy Herbstritt 
1995

Madeleine Ptacin 
1993

Carol  & Philip 
Whiting 1999
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Sister Rosemary Connelly  Service Medallion 

John L. Dyer 
2002

John Lynch 
2003

Connie & Robert 
Soudan 2004

Bill Norkett 
2000

Bill Gainer 
2001

Sue & Gary  
Garrabrant 2005

Michael  
McDonagh 2006

Donna Polo 
2006

Madge & Bob  
Erlenbaugh 2007

Marge Murphy 
2008

Mary Pat O’Brien 
2008

Carrie & Hugh  
Connolly 2009

Monsignor Michael 
Boland 2011

Ald. Edward &  
Just.. Anne Burke 2010

Scott Mendel  
2013

William  
Choslovsky 2013

Lou & Mary Beth 
Manfredini 2015

Peggy & Bob 
Bourke 2014

Steve & Peg
Lombardo 2016

Paula Conrad
2017
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Colleen and Jay 
Doherty 2018

The Tom and Ann Higgins  
Family 2019

John L. Dyer 
2002

John Lynch 
2003

Connie & Robert 
Soudan 2004

Bill Norkett 
2000

Bill Gainer 
2001

Sue & Gary  
Garrabrant 2005

Michael  
McDonagh 2006

Donna Polo 
2006

Madge & Bob  
Erlenbaugh 2007

Marge Murphy 
2008

Mary Pat O’Brien 
2008

Carrie & Hugh  
Connolly 2009

Monsignor Michael 
Boland 2011

Ald. Edward &  
Just.. Anne Burke 2010

Scott Mendel  
2013

William  
Choslovsky 2013

Lou & Mary Beth 
Manfredini 2015

Peggy & Bob 
Bourke 2014

Steve & Peg
Lombardo 2016

Paula Conrad
2017
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Tom Arundel Michael Burton    

Pete Castellarin Rob Figliulo Tim Gallagher                Bill Kingore 

Terry Lavin Ron Miniat Pat Mulchrone               Bill  Napleton                 

Paul Napleton Joe Offerman             Sean Reynolds Michael Rooney              

Mike Schmidt    John  Scully Pat Scully                      Frank Stone

Misericordia 
Bums Committee

2012
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ComEd
Anne Pramaggiore 2018

The Lock Up Self Storage 2019
Bob & Connie Soudan 
Bob & Jennie Soudan

Rick & Katie Hielscher

Walsh Construction 
Dan & Matt Walsh 2014 

 S&C Electric Company 
John Estey  2015

AT&T 
Rick Erickson 2016

Chicago Laborers’ District Council 
Chuck LoVerde & Jim Connolly  2017
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Pillars of the Community Award 
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Event Underwriters

Printing
Mary and Bob Pasquesi

Video/Photography
Liz Trager Mendel and Scott Mendel in honor of the Connelly Home Staff

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Vanecko
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Centennial Sponsors
Anonymous

Congratulations to Sr. Rosemary and the  

Staff and Residents of Misericordia!

The Family of Tricia McGee
In appreciation of the Misericordia Staff and Lois Gates

Anniversary of Misericordia
1921-2021

Gold Sponsor
“Your Friends at Goldman Sachs”

In honor of Sister Rosemary, Fr. Jack, Lois Gates,  
Mary Pat O'Brien, Kevin Connelly, and The Walsh Family  

for their decades of service to Misericordia, and, i 
n honor of the residents, who continue to inspire us daily  

by overcoming the challenges they face with grace,  
courage and unconditional love.
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Silver Sponsors
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Alfini

Susan Baker

Beth and Will Ketcham  
in honor of Bridget Cienkus

Iris and Michael Smith  
in honor of Rebecca and Charles Besser

Sharon and Tom Taylor

Emerald Sponsors
John Butler and Lisa Masucci

Patsy and Patrick Callahan

Bridget and Scott Cienkus

Tom and Irene Costello

Mrs. Virginia L. Eck

 
The Soudan and Hielscher Families

 
The Kissane Family

Courtney and Ed Loeb

The Family of P.J. McGuire

Ellen O’Connor

The Santacrose Family

Ken and Mary Anne Schuster

The Family of Michael Sheridan
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Sapphire Sponsors

 
The Manfredini Family in honor of  Jamice Webster

Patty and David Baeckelandt

The Family of Tim Boehm

The Helen Brach Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Curt Bucey & Family

Steve Byrne and Kerry Shannon

 

Tom and Dana Clancy

John and Beth Donovan

 
Sally Dowdle in honor of The McGuire Family

Sapphire Sponsors
 

Jim Stadler

Dr. Dennis and Lois Gates

Carla and Jim Grossmann

Patty and Bob Huffman

 
Bennetta and Patrick Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. Michael McGuire

Pamela McNamara in honor of  Jack Butler

The Family and Friends of Mackenzie Moore

Ms. Karen L. Olsen and Mr. Kim Lyon

PARA-DALY FOUNDATION
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John and Cathy Peterman

Janice and Rick Price

Honorable Maureen Durkin Roy

 
Pat and Patsy Caruso

Joanne Walgreen

 
Amy and Dan and Patty Walsh

Mr. and Mrs. Justin F. Zubrod Sr. 

Sapphire Sponsors Personal Auction Donors
Joann Angarola

Patty and David Baeckelandt

Jeanette and John Blunda

The Family of John M. Butler

Dana and Tom Clancy

Tamara Cummings

Marcia and Tom Desmond

Steve Dolinsky

Deborah and Scott Early

Karen and Gary Gardner

Sally Gibbs

Joan Greco and John Fyfe

Marilyn and John Hagnell

Mary Keogh

Karen and Al Lambrecht

Michelle and Paul Laughlin

Kathleen and Tom Mallinger

Anne Marie and Mike McGee

Patti and Dan McGrath

Ted Milos

Diane and Patrick O’Brien

Ann and Frank O’Hara

Mary and Bob Pasquesi

The Peterman Family

Fran and Silvano Salvi

James Sherwood

Jake Tapper

Sharon and Tom Taylor

Gloria Tully

Barbara Villalobos and Dan Pirrie

Katie and Patrick Walsh
John and Maggie Wrenn
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Business Auction Donors
501 Local

American Airlines

Bienali Custom

Bienali Handbags

The Belfry House

Catering by Michaels

Chicago Botanic Garden

Chicago Cubs Charities/Robert R.  
McCormick Foundation

Chicago History Museum

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Chicago White Sox

Costco

Cucina Paradiso

Elan Hair Body & Sole

Elements Massage

Frank Lloyd Wright Trust

The Field Museum

George the Salon

Grand Geneva Resort & Spa

Harp and Fiddle

Hilton Chicago

Illinois Bone and Joint Institute

The Joffrey Ballet

Lincoln Park Zoo

Lizzie McNeill’s Irish Pub

Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria

Marriott Vacations Worldwide  
Corporation

Misericordia Art Department

Misericordia Hearts & Flour Bakery

Misericordia Women’s Board

O’Keefe, Lyons & Hynes, LLC

Old Oak Country Club

Paddleteck, LLC

Platinum 34 Salon

Saugatuck Center for the Arts

Sea Island

The Stafford London

Stuart-Rodgers Photography

Sweet & Tart Shoppe

Tuscan Resort

Union League Club of Chicago

Village Links of Glen Ellyn

Angel Campaign and Ball Donations
The Residents of Misericordia,  

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM,

&

The Misericordia Women's Board

are grateful for the continued annual support of our

Angel Campaign
and 

Heart of Mercy Ball
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Angel Campaign and Ball Donations
Golden
$100,000

Extraordinaire
$20,000 TO $49,999 

Patron
$10,000 TO $19,999

Provider
$5,000 TO $9,999

Supporter
$2,500 TO $4,999

Partner
$1,000 TO $2,499

Friend
$500 TO $999

Builder
Through $499

Golden
Anonymous

 Patron
Bernadette Boyle in honor of Sister Rosemary and the Misericordia Staff

Felice Madda in honor of Sr. Rosemary, Lois and the Mothers of Misericordia
The Family of Mackenzie Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Mortensen

Dan and Diane O’Donovan in honor of Sharon Taylor
James and Mary Carol Palmer 

The Soudan and Hielscher Families in honor of  Carolyn Soudan
The Tully Family

Provider
J.Patrick and Anne M. Gallagher

John and Cathy Jennings in honor of  Ryan Jennings
Ginny and Bob Kelly

Allison and Marty McGee
The Santacrose Family in honor of  Paula Conrad

Sharon and Tom Taylor
Joanne Walgreen

Supporter
Anonymous

Gene Barsanti in honor of Patrick Barsanti “Gioya” and in memory of  Connie Barsanti
John and Pamela Belter 

Arlene Chiaro in memory of my mother, Lenore Celano
Tom and Dana Clancy

Shereen P. Corbett
Virginia L. Eck

Marirose Ferrara and John Mullin in honor of  Jack Butler
Donald and Lee Geller

Mike Harrington and Anne Pramiaggiore
Bev and Warren Hayford in honor of  Sr. Rosemary Connelly

Ken and Barbara Kaufman in honor of  Missy Ravid
Paul and Michelle Laughlin

Claire McGuire
Carrie and Larry Nicholson in honor of Bridget Cienkus and Patty Baeckelandt

Jim and Eunie Nondorf in honor of  Bree Creevy
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Missy and Steve Ravid
Diann and Paul Sheridan

Partner
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Alfini

Betty and Bob Bergeron in honor of Sr. Rosemary Connelly
Kathleen Blake in honor of  Sharon Taylor

John and Denise Bohn in honor of  Katie Bohn
Michael Brennan in honor of  Sarah Cahill

Michael Carroll
Tammy Choi and Paul Ngai in honor of  Katie Baeckelandt

Ms. Marla Choslovsky and Mr. Paul Greenberg
Keith Cienkus in honor of  Jack Cienkus

Robert and Pat Cienkus
Amory Cummings

Dolores Curns in honor of  Sister Rosemary
Kent and Liz Dauten

Marcia and Tom Desmond in honor of  Susie Robbins
Doyle Devereux

Jim and Pat Dietz in honor of  The Women’s Board Members
Bob and Marilyn Dineen

Stephen Dowdle in memory of  Frances McCormick McGuire
Mary Dwyer and Jim Ahr in honor of  Mike and Anne Marie McGee

John E. Dwyer III in honor of my sister, Mary and in memory of my grandmother, 
Frances McCormick McGuire

Bob and Madge Erlenbaugh in honor of  Sister Rosemary
Leanne and Robert Fanelli

Bridget Flanagan
Dan and Mary Garrison in honor of  Mae Tappendorf

Dr. Dennis and Lois Gates
Michael and Sandie Green in honor of  Kathy Green

Carla and Jim Grossmann
Brian Grzelakowski in honor of  Sister Rosemary, Lois Gates and Father Jack
Marilyn and John Hagnell in honor of  the staff and residents of Misericordia

Bruce and Jamie Hague
Jim and Katie Haran

Colleen Healy
Peter and Heidie Higgins in honor of  Mary Higgins

Nancy Rita Kaz in honor of  Sister Mary Paul McCaughey, O.P.
Mary Kay Kickels in honor of  Sister Rosemary

Karen and Alvin Lambecht
Terry and Roseann LeFevour

Dr. and Mrs. Edward L. Marut in honor of  The Pasquesi Family
Lisa Masucci and John Butler

John and Pam McEnroe
Patti and Dan McGrath

Tom McGee in honor of Kay McGee
Joan McInerney and Dennis Redmond in honor of  the Misericordia Family 

for 100 Years of Service and in memory of  Jane McInerney
Jean Mendel

Anne O’Brien in honor of  Patty O’Brien
Diane and Patrick O’Brien

Mary Pat O’Brien in honor of  Lois Gates for 50 years!
Sarah and Robert O’Keefe

Raymond Parmer and Moira Harding in honor of  Eugene Larochelle
Ann Parsons in honor of the Administration and Staff of Misericordia

K.Michael and Judy Randall in honor of  Sister Rosemary, residents and staff
Kevin and Susie Rassas

Sheila Rock in memory of  Phil Rock
Bill Roney and Joanne Kelly

Jim and Laura Roth
Maureen Durkin Roy

Donna Ryan in honor of  Jeanne Maustakis
Joan and John Schiel in honor of  Jack Cienkus
Pamela Schwartz in honor of  Michael Sheridan

Mary Beth and Bob Schweihs
Brent and Karen Scott in honor of  Kate Donovan

Walt and Tamara Shearrow
Jeanine Sheehan

David Smith in honor of  Kate Donovan
Patricia and Michael Starshak 

Sari Stein
Joan Stephenson in honor of  Sister Rosemary

Edward and Joyce Sturrus
Nancy and Jerry Turry in honor of  Sr. Rosemary and Lois Gates

Kathleen B. Walgreen
Carol Neal Whiting

Ray and Bridget Wicklander
Don and Pat Witte in honor of  Charlie Eck

Bill and Nancy Yurek
Renee and Paul Zoladz
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Friend
Shauna Boliker Andrews

Jean M. Buckley
David and Raji Brand
Maureen Bransfield

Iretta Brennan in honor of  P.J. McGuire
Joseph Brennan in memory of Joseph Cahill and in honor of  Sarah Cahill

Dona and Thomas Carroll in honor of  Shawn Hackett
Mary K. Collins

Mel Cooney
Colleen Detjen and Matthew Hopkins in honor of  P.J. McGuire

Nancy and John Donlin in honor of  Sharon Taylor
Beth and John Donovan in honor of  Kate Donovan

Bill and Diane Edmundson 
Patricia Grogan in honor of  Sr. Rosemary Connelly

Roseanne and Jim Harrington
Barbara and Mike Heaton in honor of  Sister Rosemary Connelly

Mark and Joan Hurray
Elizabeth and Brett Johnson in honor of  Megan Rooney

Thomas E. King in honor of Sarah O’Keefe and  
the Ladies of the Misericordia Women’s Board

Tim and Stephanie Knight
Linda and Michael Kowalik

Steve and Peg Lombardo in honor of  Sister Rosemary
Liz and Scott Mendel in honor of  The Connelly Home

Eugene and Mary Morrissy in honor of  The Donovan Family
Joy and John O’Malley

Gail and Jerry Prassas in honor of  Jill Halpin and in memory of Kathy Halpin
Raphael Jewelers

Carol and Robert Rasmus
Trisha Rooney in honor of  Patty Walsh

David Saloom
Jan L. Schultz in memory of  Peggy Hennebry Schultz

Jacqueline and Matthew Simon
Rich and Patty Tilghman

Karen Vaughan in memory of  Jimmy Vaughan
Pat and Dan Witte in honor of  Charlie Eck

Builder
Anonymous

Daniel T. Arenberg
Sarah and Larry Barden

Matthew Baeckelandt in honor of  Katie Baeckelandt
Steve and Tisa Baeckelandt

Ellen Baker
Dorothy Banas

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Barnickol
Lisa and Brian Basch in honor of  Jack Cienkus
Sue and Chris Bauer in honor of  Keith Kissane

Mary Bendokas
Joan and Phil Berman in honor of  Mary Berman

Jeanette and John Blunda in honor of  Sister Rosemary
Robert and Marjorie Bourke

Colleen A. Bransfield in honor of  Maureen Bransfield
Brigid Brennan

Christine Borkowski in honor of  Matthew Dinkel
Nancy S. Burke

Cathy and Joseph Cahill
Sal and Anne Campagna in honor of  Patrick Barsanti

Jean Capra in honor of  Ryan Jennings
Julie and Rob Carpenter

Patricia and Patrick Caruso in honor of  100 Years of the Women’s Board
Patricia Casey
Mary V. Cepla

Cheryl Chambers in honor of  Mary Allans
Lisa and Luke Chang

Pegi Chapman in memory of  George L. Lipscomb
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Cienkus in memory of  JoAnn Cowhey Kane

JoAnn Dakota Cimo
Dane Cleven

Mary Conley-Teresi in honor of  Dulce Teresi
Robert Cowhey in memory of  Sally Malone Cowhey

Scott and Leslie Cordes
Hank and Nell Cox in honor of  Robin Cox
Nancy A. Cox in honor of  Ryan Jennings

Frank and Angela Crudele in honor of  Johnny Crudele
Maura Cullen

Peter and Barbara DeBerge
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Nick DiGregorio
Steve Dinkel

Paula and Patrick DiOrio in honor of  John and Gen O’Connell
Joyce and David Dlugie

John and Lolly Doerrer in honor of  Katie Newsham
Bryan and Allison Donlin

Rosemary and Carey Dowdle
Honorable Thomas and Alice Durkin in honor of  Maureen Durkin Roy

Susan and Nicholas Fasciano in honor of  Ryan Jennings
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Flanders

Tim and Katie Fox in honor of  Joseph J. Fox III
The Frio Family

Peggy and Caesar Garibaldi
Mary T. Giarelli in honor of Sara Pasquesi and in memory of  Martin Giarelli

Margaret and Andrew Goldberg in honor of  Jack Cienkus
Gregory Hague
Terry Hannah

Lisa and Mark Hansen in honor of  Kate Donovan
The Hathcock Family

Phoebe Helm in honor of  Billy Canavan
Carol and Joe Henry 

Julie and Jon Hicks in honor of  Julie Lee and Jack Cienkus
Margie and Hugh Hodur in honor of  Sr. Mary Frances Schermerhorn

Liz Howard in honor of  Luke Knight
Freddie Hoyt

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Izban
Connie Jacobs in honor of  Sister Rosemary

Kathy Janessa in honor of  Michael Wolf
Phillip and Colleen Joseph in memory of  Sarah Elizabeth Holm

Bill and Beverly Kaman
Margie Katz

Colleen Kennedy in honor of Sharon and Tom Taylor
Mary Keogh

Mary and Roger Kieffer
Grace and T.J. King in honor of  P.J. McGuire

Jackie and Keith Kissane in honor of  Keith Kissane, Jr.
Moyenda and Laurence Knapp in honor of  August Knapp

Mary Kulusic
Patricia and Donald LaChapelle

Daniel and Diana Lamey in honor of  Collin McSharry
Michele LaMothe

Rita and Peter Lazzari
Anne Laughlin
Erin Laughlin

Mark and Wendy LaVarre in honor of  Chloe LaVarre
Judith Scholl Lee

Janet and Jon Leverenz in honor of  Sharon Taylor
Vickie and Russ Lockridge

Kerry Long and Tom Manaher
Mary Jo Maddux in honor of  Marge Livingston

Jane and Mark Manda
Ken and Jeannine Marchini

Peggy Marciniak in honor of  Brendan Loftus
Louis and Pat Marohn

Margaret and Jack McBride in honor of  William Edward Hickman
Margaret McGrath in honor of  Felice Madda

Ellen McGuire
Nancy McKeever in memory of  Bruce McKeever

Peggy McLean
John and Judy Meade

Erin Melley and Charlie Heintz in honor of  Mary Higgins
Bob and Anne Michels

Maura Murphy in honor of  “Clare”
William Murray

Larry and Dawn Neal in honor of Carol Whiting and in memory of  Phil Whiting
Katie Newsham and Edward Owens

Gloria Nichele-Rosenthal in memory of  Giulia and Matteo Nichele
Esther and Mark Nichol in honor of  Sheila Tomaszewski

Michael Novy in honor of  Daniel Novy
Christine and Daniel O’Brien

Marguerite O’Brien
Sr. Paulette O’Connell

Caroline and Scott Olinger in honor of  Sarah Cahill
Denise Olsen in honor of  Connor Olsen

James and Darlene Osborne in honor of  Erin Osborne
Lu Patterson

Tessa Pearson in honor of Moyenda Knapp
Joanne and John Person

Clare Phelan
Lori Pickering in honor of Collin McSharry
Marilyn Prodromos in honor of  Jenny Terry

Anita Rago
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George Rassas in honor of  Francis McGuire Rassas
Phillip Reilly in honor of  Katie Donovan

Marie Roti
Joan Ryan in memory of  Bill Ryan

Fran and Silvano Salvi in honor of  Mr. and Mrs. Samuel V. Lizzo
Michael and Mary Beth Scanlon

Trudy and Gene Schneider in memory of  Honey Noga
Ann Reo Shugrue

Walter and Anneliese Sokulski in honor of  Kate Donovan
Chuck and Nancy Southwick
Charles and Jan Stenftenagel

Mark Sweeney
John and Patti Taska

Cathy Tobben in honor of my son, Julian Schulte
Gloria Tully

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Vanecko in honor of  Maureen O’Connell
John and Margaret Van Zeyl

Barbara Villalobos and Daniel Pirrie in honor of  Jack Pirrie Villalobos
Roger and Sheila Ward in honor of  Ginny Kelly

Marion Weil in honor of  Sr. Rosemary and Misericordia Staff
Mary B. Weishaar in honor of  Brendan Loftus

Mike and Rebecca Willie
Jessica Wolfert in honor of  Jack Cienkus

Richard and Sue Ziesemer
Ethel Zitnik

Charles Zubrod in honor of  Francis McGuire Rassas
Justin Zubrod in honor of  The McGuire Family

Many Thanks to
The Misericordia Executive 
and Administrative Team

Back Row - Left to Right: Joseph Ferrara, Tina Stendardo,  
Sharon Keane, Denise Tigges, Geana Connelly, Chris Hegg Krackenberger, 
Scott Thompson, Michael Diaz

Front Row - Left to Right: Fr. Jack Clair, Lois Gates,  
Sister Rosemary Connelly, Mary Pat O’Brien, Kevin Connelly  
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Congratulations Lois! 
50 years of compassion, love and  

commitment to Misericordia

The Misericordia of today would not exist without the hard work and dedication of 
Lois Gates.  Words cannot express our gratitude.  Her passion for the quality of life 
for each and every resident at Misericordia is unsurpassed.  

Sister Rosemary: "It seems impossible that a 49-year old woman can be celebrating 
such an anniversary, but Misericordia is a place of dreams and miracles, and Lois 
has certainly been a dream and miracle to all."
 
Lois Gates: It has been an honor and a privilege to walk the Misericordia journey 
with Sister Rosemary for the past 50 years. I am in awe of Sister Rosemary's 
unwavering faith in God and in others. Sister Rosemary truly is a role model 
and an inspiration to all who care for people with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities."
 
Misericordia Women's Board: All of us on the Women's Board are so grateful to have 
Lois "walking the Misericordia journey" with us, as our mentor and friend. Lois is 
truly amazing.
 
Thank you Lois!
and Happy Anniversary
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Women’s Board Past Presidents
1921–23 Frances McGuire

1924–30 Information not available

1931–33 Mrs. William E. Davis

1934–36 Information not available

1937–38 Mrs. Michael F. McGuire

1939–40 Information not available

1941–43 Mrs. William H. Lyman

1944–46 Information not available

1947–51 C. Cecile Murphy

1951–55 Virginia Griffin

1955–57 Natalie Lydon

1957–59 Marge Wild

1959–61 Mrs. Robert E. Joyce

1961–63 Mrs. John Henebry

1963–65 Mary Ruth Hurley

1965–67 Veronica Gallagher

1967–69 Maryon Boles

1969–71 Kay McCarthy

1971–73 Patricia Grogan

1973–75 Anne Kerley

1975–77 Lenoir G. Carry

1977–79 Sally Billingsley

1979–81 Honey Moga

1981–82 Rosalie Clark

1982–83 Rita Murnane

1983–85 Marge Kotin

1985–87 Virginia Spranze

1987–88 Madeleine Ptacin

1988–89 Therese Kloak

1989–91 Mary Doherty

1991–93 Yvonne Faster

1993–95 Sheila Hulseman

1995–97 Marilyn Hagnell

1997–99 Maureen O’Meara

1999–01 Mary Garrison

2001–03 Connie Barsanti

2003–05 Janet Keller

2005–07 Patricia McGrath

2007–09 Patricia Devereux

2009–11 Michelle Laughlin

2011–13 Carol Whiting

2013–15 Holly Jennings

2015–17 Anne Marie McGee

2017–19 Felice Madda

2019–21 Bennetta Kelly 



Heart of Mercy Virtual Ball Heart of Mercy Virtual Ball
58 59

President
Sharon Taylor

Immediate Past President
Bennetta Kelly

Vice President
Meg Fiorenza

Corresponding Secretary
Lisa Masucci

Recording Secretary
Gloria Tully

New Member Coordinator
Patsy Caruso

Angel Appeal
Michelle Laughlin and Missy Ravid

Treasurer
Marcia Desmond

Financial Secretary
Cathy Cahill

Technology Chair
Michele LaMothe

Ball Chairpersons
Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus

Misericordia Women’s Board Executive Officers 2021 2021 Standing Committeesand Special Events

2021 Support Committees

Ball Chairs 
Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus

Autumnal Mass, Luncheon and 100th Celebration 
Mary Kay Kickels, Felice Madda, Eileen Madda Sethna

and Elisa Primavera Bailey

By Laws
Bennetta Kelly

Christmas at the Home
Colleen Healy, Margie Zimmer and Kathleen Hagstrom

	
Nominating Committee

Bennetta Kelly and Past Presidents

New Member Orientation 
Beth Donovan, Beth Merlo and Margie Hodur

Technology 
Esther Nichol and Holly Jennings

Newsletter 
Karen Olsen, Barb Villalobos and Brittany Jacoby
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Ball Chairs	 Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus

Ball Advisors	 Susan Baker and Jackie Kissane

Angel Appeal Chairs	 Michelle Laughlin and Missy Ravid

Angel Appeal Team	 Pegi Chapman, Dana Green, Liz Johnson,  
	 Roseanne Harrington, Dona Carroll,  
	 Carla Grossmann, Anne Marie McGee, Ginny 	
	 Kelly and Cheryl Chambers

Heart to Hand Chair	 Anne Marie McGee, Jeanne Wrenn,  
	 Shauna Boliker Andrews

Sponsor Chairs 	 Susan Baker and Meg Fiorenza	 

Sponsor Liaison	 Dana Green

Sponsor/Strategic	 Clio Silman, Shauna Boliker Andrews, Colleen 	
Development Team	 Healy, Ellen O’Connor, Eileen Madda Sethna, 	
	 Jeanne Wrenn, Anne Marie McGee and Joanne 	
	 Walgreen

Auction Chairs	 Chris Borkowski and Moyenda Knapp

Auction Input	 Jill Rueth and Margie Zimmer

Auction Solicitation	 Fran Salvi, Cathy Cahill, Maureen Durkin Roy, 	
	 Brittany Jacoby, Kate O’Hara Garcia, Karen 	
	 Lambrecht, Barbara Villalobos, Katie Walsh,	
	 Mary Keogh, Joann Angarola and Gloria Tully

2021 Heart of MercyVirtual Ball Committees 2021 Heart of MercyVirtual Ball Committees
“100 Years of Heart Raffle”	 Marybeth Kelly

Auction Photos	 Chris Borkowski

Auction Follow-up	 Bernadette Boyle, Chris Borkowski and 			
	 Moyenda Knapp	

AV Program Production	 Ann Reo Shugrue

Reservations	 Diann Sheridan and Diane O’Brien

Program Book	 Lisa Masucci and Jackie Kissane

Program Book Review Team	 Lois Gates, Sharon Taylor, Michelle Laughlin, 		
	 Missy Ravid, Susan Baker, Meg Fiorenza,  
	 Ann Reo Shugrue, Chris Borkowski and  
	 Moyenda Knapp

Floral	 Dona Carroll and Cheryl Chambers

Favors	 Marilyn Hagnell, Karen Lambrecht, Mary  
	 Keogh, Katie Walsh, Joann Angarola, Gloria 		
	 Tully, Denny Pinter, Cheryl Chambers and  
	 Dona Carroll	

Social Media	 Margie Hodur, Mollie O’Brien Routh, Mary 		
	 Frances Trucco and Caroline Donlin

Financial Close-Out	 Marcia Desmond

Tax Acknowledgement Mail	 Dona Carroll and Cheryl Chambers
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                   Thank you to the   Women’s Board for  
                   its support of and    contributions to the 
         Misericordia Heart of    Mercy Virtual Ball.
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Hearts & Flour 
Drive-Thru Bakery

Thome Avenue residential 
construction project

For more information on how you can 
help with these important projects, 
please contact Sister Rosemary 
Connelly at (773) 273-4178.

The Madden Home, our fourteenth Community Integrated Living  

Arrangement (CILA), will welcome six women in Evanston in 2022.

Construction is almost complete for our new Hearts and Flour Drive-Thru  
Bakery and Café. This bakery and café will create more work opportunities 

for our residents. We hope to open in the Fall of 2021 pending COVID.

Development has begun on the 3.5 acre property behind our Thome  
entrance. This property will allow us to reduce the population in the  

Marian Residence and reach out to more families on our wait list.

Hearts & Flour 
Drive-Thru Bakery

Thome Avenue residential 
construction project

For more information on how you can 
help with these important projects, 
please contact Sister Rosemary 
Connelly at (773) 273-4178.

Hearts & Flour  
Bakery and Café
Construction is almost complete for 

our Hearts and Flour Bakery and 
Café. This new business is just two 

blocks south of Misericordia’s main 

entrance.

The three story building features a 

café, baked goods shop, drive-thru 

and ample space for additional  

programming and job training for  

our residents. With its entrance right 

on Ravenswood Avenue, the bakery 

will be a welcoming destination for commuters and neighbors alike.

Thome Avenue  
Residential construction project
To reach out to families on our extensive waiting list, we are looking forward to 

starting construction soon to build new homes on three and a half acres of land 

directly south of our campus on Thome Avenue.

For more information 
on how you can help 
with these important 
projects please contact 
the Misericordia 
Development office at 
773-273-4160

The Madden Home
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Accomplishments &  Looking Ahead.... News on Future Plansat Misericordia
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Errors or omissions
Although our program book has been put together carefully, there is the possi-
bility that an unintentional omission or error exists. The information presented 
is current as of September 29, 2021. All who have volunteered and donated are 
extremely important and we regret if we have missed someone. 

MisericordiaHeart of Mercy WOMEN’S BOARD

The Women’s Board is grateful for your  
participation in the  

Heart of Mercy Virtual Ball 
and keeping your hearts inclined to the  

mission of Misericordia. 
 
 

The Misericordia Women’s Board 
extends our most generous thanks to the following...

Evening's Emcee	 Lou Manfredini

Video Narration And Appearance	 Rob Johnson		

Glass Darkly Productions	 Sam Sorich, Producer & Director
	 Gary Walker, Camera Operator
	 Michael Sorich, Editor  
	 John Paul Sorich, Production Assistant

Relatu, 	 Matthew Freebersyser 
Live Stream Technology

Events.org	 Mark Sweeney

TPM Graphics	 Larry Mongoven, Carl Bellavia,  
	 Paul Peterson

Graphic Designer	 Linda Kelly

Premier Group	 Rose Martin

BHI Design	 Dave Lambertsen

Misericorida Home	 Lois Gates, Kevin Connelly, Fr. Jack 		
	 Clair, Grace Glan, Julie O’Sullivan, 
	 Anne Mills, Kathy Watts,  
	 Martha Floberg

Misericordia Art Department	 Julie O’Sullivan, Misericordia Artists

Misericordia Hearts and  
Flour Bakery	 Kali Kordewick

To our vendors who were so kind when we went Virtual:

Hilton Chicago	 Robert Neubert and Dina Terrill

Ken Arlen	 Front of the House Orchestra

Edward’s Florist Winnetka

Bob Kusel	 Ball Photographer
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Thank You to our Raffle Donors 

Generously donated by Joann Angarola, Marilyn Hagnell, Karen Lambrecht, Fran 
Salvi, Gloria Tully and Katie Walsh, Misericordia Women’s Board Members

The American Club Resort Hotel

Misericordia extends its deepest  

thanks to our many generous  

and wonderful friends at
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In Celebration Of Misericordia's 100 Years
Dear Friends of Misericordia Women’s Board,

We are delighted to join together virtually, in support of the 2021 Heart of Mercy 
Ball.

We Celebrate  - in spite of the unexpected challenges in these uncertain times. 

Misericordia is a joyful and holy place, where over the past 100 years, amazing and 
selfless members of the Women’s Board have given their time, talents and energy to 
support the health and happiness of all of the residents.  Our hearts are full when 
we witness their joy and remarkable resilience as they navigate the many changes in 
their lives.  And, we are not alone in our joy.  There are so many good and generous 
people who help to Keep Misericordia Strong.  Thank you!  

Tonight, we honor our dear Sister Rosemary, who has devoted her life to  
Misericordia and to the service of others.  Sister’s love and compassion are the 
golden light that shines from her heart on all whose with whom she comes in 
contact.  Thank you, Sister Rosemary, for your kindness, goodness and compassion, 
which help to uplift and sustain us.  You are a blessing in our lives. 

We celebrate the 50 years of service of the lovely Lois Gates, who contributes her 
heart and her many talents to Misericordia.  We thank her for all she that she 
accomplishes through her creativity, boundless energy and her sincere dedication to 
helping others. 

We are grateful to Father Jack Clair, the dedicated Executive Team and the  
devoted Staff at Misericordia, who are so generous and thoughtful to all.   
Their support helps to guide and sustain us in all of our projects and programs.

The hearts and hands of our Board Members serve as the angels of support who 
help to uplift and sustain the voice and vision of Misericordia and the Women’s 
Board.    We pause to recognize those who have served or are presently serving 
on the Women’s Board – as President, Executive Board Members, Ball Chairs, 
Committee Members and all others.  Their tireless work has helped immeasurably 
to provide fundraising and resources for Misericordia.

We are especially grateful to all those who join us in giving generously, sharing 
abundantly and celebrating joyfully in accomplishing God’s work at  
Misericordia.  

In His name we pray, AMEN! 

Mary Kay Kickels, Ed.D 
Women’s Board Member 

Sharon Taylor, President  |  Patty Baeckelandt and Bridget Cienkus, Ball Co-Chairs

Barbara Schuld Adams
Sara Anaszewicz
Shauna Boliker Andrews
Joann Angarola
Patricia Baeckelandt*
Elisa Primavera Bailey
Susan Baker*
Rebecca Besser
Jeanette Blunda
Kathleen Boehm
Christine Borkowski
Bernadette Boyle
Cathy Cahill
Julie Carpenter
Dona Carroll
Patsy Caruso*
Cheryl Chambers
Pegi Chapman
Arlene Chiaro
Bridget Cienkus*
Patty Crotty
Marcia Desmond
Pat Devereux*
Colleen Doherty
Cate Dolan
Caroline Donlin
Beth Donovan*
Laura Finnegan
Margaret Fiorenza
Paulette Gagliardo
Kate O’Hara Garcia

Jaala Good
Bridget Graver*
Dana Green
Carla Grossmann
Marilyn Hagnell*
Kathleen Hagstrom
Roseanne Harrington
Colleen Healy
Margie Hodur*
Brittany Jacoby
Holly Jennings*
Elizabeth Johnson
Caroline Kaplan
Marybeth Kelley
Bennetta Kelly*
Virginia Kelly
Mary Keogh
Mary Kay Kickels
Jackie Kissane*
Moyenda Knapp
Karen Kelly Lambrecht
E. Michele LaMothe
Deborah Lanigan
Michelle Laughlin*
Felice Madda*
Kathleen Malinger
Lisa Masucci*
Anne Marie McGee
Patti McGrath*
Joan McInerney
Margaret McIntyre

Lisa McSharry
Beth Merlo*
Katie Newsham
Esther Nichol
Diane O’Brien
Ellen O’Connor
Ann  O’Hara
Joy O’Malley
Karen Olsen 
Denise Pinter
Marilyn Prodromos
Dana Ragiel
Missy Ravid 
Mollie O’Brien Routh
Maureen Durkin Roy 
Jill Rueth
Fran Salvi
Mary Beth Schweihs*
Eileen Madda Sethna*
Diann Sheridan
Ann Reo Shugrue
Clio Silman
Sharon Taylor*
Catherine Tobben
Mary Frances Trucco
Gloria Tully
Barbara Villalobos
Joanne Walgreen
Kathleen Walsh
Jeanne Wrenn
Margie Zimmer

Nancy Abrams
Mary Lou Alfini
Karla Ball
Dorothy Banas
Pamela Belter
Janet Bonnike
Mary Jane Boris
Maureen Bransfield*
Lorraine Cornelius
Kathleen Crispell
Joan Crowley Cusack
Nancy Daley
Celeste Denton
Carol DuBois
Catherine Eardley-Murphy
Virginia Eck
Diane Feeley
Margaret Garibaldi

Suzanne Greider
Mary Anne Hackett
Barbara Heaton
Camille Hoffman
Janet Keller
Diane Kelley
Molly King
Carol Kiwala
Linda Kowalik
Patricia LaChapelle
Mary Kay Lafferty
Alice LaFranco
Donna Martin
Patricia Martino
Joanne Marut
Margaret McHugh
Peggy McLean
Mary Murphy McMahon

Liz Trager Mendel
Gloria Nichele-Rosenthal
Sarah O’Keefe
Ann Blake Parsons*
Beth Parsons
Mary Pasquesi*
Lu Patterson
Barbara Perkaus
Elaine Romas Rackos
Donna Ryan*
Joan Ryan
Mary Ryan
Trudy Schneider
Patricia Starshak
Joan Stephenson*
Mary Carol Vanecko
Ruth Watts
Deirdre Rassas Zubrod

Mary Doherty*
Mary Garrison*
Lois Gates

Pat Grogan*
Ann Higgins
Ann O’Leary Kerley

Therese Kloak
Maureen O’Meara
Carol Neal Whiting*

Active Members

Sustaining Members

Honorary Members

The Misericordia Women’s Board

* Past Ball Chair


